
1999 Corolla Valve Cover Gasket Replacement 

While checking the spark plugs on my 1999 Corolla, I found the each plug sitting in a pool of oil. Oil on 

the spark plugs usually is indicative of major engine problems. In the Corolla, the plugs are recessed into 

ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǾŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǎƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŀƭǾŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƎŀǎƪŜǘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘΦ Lǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ 

easy with simple tools and only takes about an hour.   

Required tools: Safety glasses, 10mm regular socket, 11mm deep well socket, rubber mallet, flat blade 

screw driver or putty knife, container to hold the bolts, pliers, rags, throttle body cleaner and of course 

the gasket.  

The problem: oil in the spark plug areas and inside the plug wires.  

 

First remove the grey plastic cover on the front of the valve cover by removing 2 -10mm nuts and 3-

10mm bolts. Note the nut in the front center. ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ 

Squeezing the hose clamp and pulling toward the front of the car removes it.  

 



Gently remove the plastic cover and lay it to the side & the engine will look like this:

 

Label each plug wire to the corresponding plug and then remove the plug wires from the valve cover 

and lay them to the side. It is not necessary to unplug both ends of the plug wires and remove them 

completely.  

RŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŎǾ ǾŀƭǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǾŜ ŎƻǾŜǊΦ Grab the hose by the clamp and pull out 

on the valve. The valve plugs into a round rubber grommet so gently wiggling it back and forth will 

remove it. This is a good time to clean it by spraying it with throttle body cleaner. 

 

 

 

 

 



Now the valve cover removal begins. Grab the 11mm deep well socket to remove these 2 bolts: 

 

.  

Now switch to the 10mm sockets and begin removing the valve cover bolts all around the cover: 

 

 

 

 

 

 



And lastly loosen the two bolts on the top. They are not removed, just loosened.  

 

 

Take a rubber mallet and gently tap on the valve cover to break the seal.  ¢ƘŜ ƎŀǎƪŜǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ  

sealant, so you just need to break the seal. Using a thin flat blade screw driver or putty knife, gently pry 

up one of the corners of the valve cover. ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀǊ ƻǊ ŘŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘŀƭ ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜǎ ǎƻ ōŜ ƎŜƴǘƭŜ 

but firm. Once the seal is broken, the valve cover can be removed, just note one tricky part: 

The driverΩs side front nut also holds the accelerator cable bracket. This bracket dƻŜǎƴΩǘ come out 

entirely, but it moves around so ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǾŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǘΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Řƛfficult, but it takes two hands & 

sliding the accelerator cable out of the bracket helps a lot.  

IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘΦ Using something lint free, wipe down the edges where 

the valve cover sits. Remove all the oil and dirt to ensure a leak free seal. Also, this is a good time to 

remove the spark plugs and let the oil drain back into the engine where it belongs. Clean the plugs with 

throttle body cleaner apply a small amount of lube (like white lithium grease) to the threads and 

reinstall. Once done with those steps, cover the top of the engine to keep dirt out. 

 


